
membered the condition of the 
courts in years past. 
 
The weekend was capped with a 
banquet at the Marriott Cleve-
land East which served as the 
tournament headquarters. 
Lucionne Wilson served as the 
mistress of ceremonies and 
Cleveland’s own Shelton Moore 
provided the music.  
 
 
The evening was highlighted by 
honors and tributes bestowed 
upon Howard Bagley, Jim Hayes, 
Joseph Pyles, and Louis Russell 
for their collective years of ser-
vice, commitment and unselfish 
dedication to the game of tennis 
and the Forest City Tennis Club.  
 
For over 97 years the common 
thread that has run through this 
proud and distinguished group of 
men, women and juniors has 
been the passion for tennis and 
desire to establish and sustain a 
legacy for the minority tennis 
community. They were the col-
lective embodiment envisioned 
by the late anthropologist Marga-
ret Mead who said, “Never 
!"# $%&%'(%&( &)*(+ +&,- " #. &"/ &
%'"# ,' %/#+&01%1234)&0(4&
0'( 4, 3&%'3&5" -+!6&74! 33!&1%&
1)&%'3&"4+8&%'14, &%'(%&393-&
has.” 
 
In 2012 the Forest City Tennis 
Club will celebrate its 100th Anni-
versary in Cleveland when it will 
host the 67th Annual Tri-City 
Tournament, and embark on a 
journey through its next 100 
years of existence.  
 

 

 
Kevin L. Strickland 

The year 
2009 will be 
remembered 
like the Tale 
of Two Cit-
ies, “It was 
the best of 
times, it was 
the worst of 
times.”  

 
On January 20th an estimated 2 
million people lined the 1.9 miles 
of the National Mall to witness 
history being made as Barack 
Hussein Obama was inaugurated 
as the 44th, and first African-
American president of the United 
States.  
 
President Obama’s honeymoon 
period was short-lived. He took 
the helm of a nation which faced 
one of the worst economic ca-
lamities since the Great Depres-
sion.  
 
The national debt reached over 
10 trillion dollars and counting, 
the annual deficit continued to 
escalate, unemployment was 
skyrocketing, and the national 
health care debate raged on 
throughout the year.  With 
America fighting two wars, the 
threat of Iran obtaining nuclear 
capabilities and no hope for 
peace in the Middle East, saying 
this president has his hands full 
would be an understatement.  
 
In spite of his many challenges, 
the President remains popular 
with the American public and the 
international community as he 
received the Nobel Peace Prize 
in December, making him the 
first sitting president to do so. 
 
However, 2009 was a very good 
year for the Forest City Tennis 

Club. First, after years of neglect 
and over two years plus working 
with former Councilwoman Sa-
bra Pierce Scott and Director 
Michael Cox, on May 22nd Mayor 
Frank G. Jackson joined dozens 
of Forest City Tennis Club mem-
bers, officers, city officials, and 
various other members of the 
Greater Cleveland tennis com-
munity for a ribbon cutting cere-
mony of the Rockefeller Parks 
tennis courts.  
 
The courts were completely 
refurbished with a brand new 
surface painted in the traditional 
USTA colors, new nets, new 
benches, numbered courts, new 
fencing, and a resurfaced parking 
lot area.   
 
You can imagine what happen 
next….once the word got out in 
the streets, the courts were filled 
morning, noon, and night, seven 
days a week. What a smash hit!! 
 
The following weekend, the 31st 
Annual Forest City Open was 
held at Cleveland State University 
for the third consecutive year. It 
was hosted by the CSU Chapter 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and 
sponsored by Tilman Brown, 
President & CEO of New Hori-
zon Bakery.  Next, the Annual 
Gene Lilly Memorial Tournament 
was played in Warrensville 
Heights. 
 
The summer finale, the 64th An-
nual Tri-City Tournament, which 
was established between Cleve-
land, Chicago and Detroit, was 
hosted in Cleveland during Labor 
Day weekend. Naturally, the site 
for the tournament, the Rocke-
feller courts, left our out-of-town 
guests in awe, because they re-
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Rockefeller Park Courts Dedication 
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It’s been a long time coming, but 
there has been a change at the 
tennis courts located at Rocke-
feller Park. 
For several years, the ten-
nis courts at Rockefeller 
Park, located off Martin 
Luther King Drive, were a 
mess.  This area, which had 
become one of the most 
prominent places for resi-
dents to play tennis, had 
become so deteriorated 
that it had become difficult 
to play the game.  Emmett 
Saunders, a longtime tennis 
player, recalled how bad 
the courts had become. 
“They had gotten to a level 
of deterioration where you 
could hardly play on them,” 
he said. 
Well not anymore. Now 
Saunders and other area tennis 
players can enjoy playing tennis 
on newly renovated tennis 
courts. During the Memorial 
Day weekend, city officials, 
members of the Forest City 
Tennis Club and area tennis 
players attended a ribbon cutting 
ceremony celebrating the reno-
vations 
and 
dedi-
cating 
the 
newly 
reno-
vated 
courts. 
“This is 
great 
for the 
com-
munity 
and the 
Forest 
City 
Tennis Club,” said Michael Cox, 
director of Parks, Recreation 
and Properties for the city of 
Cleveland. “With this new sur-

face it’s going to be tough to 
control the number of people 
playing. It’s now one of the best 
tennis courts in the city because 
of the night lights.” 
Last summer the city began 
working on the $250,000 pro-
ject. The seven tennis courts 

were resurfaced and painted 
blue. A new fence was erected 
around the courts and 14 new 
benches were added. Even the 
parking lot outside the courts 
was re-paved. 
Cleveland Mayor Frank G. Jack-
son described renovations as 
making a big difference in rec-

reational 
services 
provided 
to resi-
dents. 
“These 
little 
things 
make a 
difference. 
There is 
nothing 
too&small 
or too 
large 
when you 
talk about 

improving the quality of life,” the 
mayor said. 
Mayor Jackson received a tennis 
racket inside a leather tennis 

case from Kevin Strickland, 
president of the Forest City 
Tennis Club.  The mayor 
thanked the club for its involve-
ment in improving the tennis 
courts. “This engaged organiza-
tion made this court what it is 
today,” Mayor Jackson said. 

Forest City Tennis Club is 
the oldest black tennis club 
in the country. 
Strickland downplayed the 
role that the club played in 
seeking the improvements. 
He said, “This was not just 
a Forest City effort but a 
community effort.”  
Former Councilwoman 
Sabra Pierce-Scott initiated 
the renovation before 
leaving office. Council-
woman Sherry Cloud, who 
represents the area where 
the courts are located, 
acknowledged the role  
her predecessor Pierce-
Scott, played in getting the 
city to agree to renovate 

the courts. 
After the ceremony was over, 
Larry Welch, a long-time tennis 
player, began to play a game. 
Welch said he has been playing 
on the courts since 1967.  “This 
is great,” he said as he hit the 
ball across the new net. “We 
have been waiting for this since 
1985.” 

“This engaged 
organization 
(FCTC) made 
this court what it 
is today.” 
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Forest City Tennis Club, the oldest 
Black tennis club in the nation, 
kicked off the 2009 summer season 
with their annual Memorial Day 
Tournament. 
“The Memorial Day Tournament is 
the first USTA (United States Ten-
nis Association) sanctioned tourna-
ment that we’ve been hosting for 
25 years,” Kevin Strickland, FCTC 
President said. “This is the first 
outdoor tournament to kick off the 
summer season.” 
This year over 60 people from all 
over the region participated in the 
three-day tournament at Cleveland 
State University. This was the sec-
ond year the Memorial Day tourna-
ment was hosted at Cleveland State 
with thanks to Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity Inc., who has helped host 
the tournament the past two years. 
“We believe in people doing great 
things for people in the community. 
We like FCTC because they focus 
on young people and they get them 
to focus on a sport they normally 
won’t play,” 
Chad 
Stephens, 
Omega Psi 
Phi Presi-
dent said. 
The FCTC 
not only 
hosts one of 
two sanc-
tioned out-
door tour-
naments in 
the summer 
but it runs a 
year-long 
program 
that teaches young people the game 
of tennis. Over the 100 year history 
of the club many notable members 
have moved on to do great things. 
Kevin and Kyle Oden were former 
members from the 70s who contin-
ued on to play professional tennis. 
Former Municipal Court Judge Jean 

Capers and her father were both  
members. Strickland says that many 
participants in their program have 
gone on to accomplish great things 
in life. 
Marvin 
Hayes, 
a 30-
year 
mem-
ber, 
says 
there 
are too 
many 
people 
who 
have 
come 
through 
the 
pro-
gram 
that 
have done great things that he can’t 
remember them all. “There are too 
many to count,” Hayes said. Hayes, 
who won first place in the tourna-
ment 30 years ago, said the Memo-
rial Day tournament is one of the 
best tournaments of the year be-
cause it attracts a diverse crowd of 
tennis players. 

“As you 
can see it’s 
a very di-
verse 
crowd and 
everyone 
competes 
hard while 
they enjoy 
the day,” 
Hayes said. 
Susan Bur-
lage of 
Solon had 
to face 
Tinisee 
Kandakai in 

the women’s singles final. Tinisee, 
who is thirty years Burlage’s 
younger, gave her opponent a com-
petitive match before winning the 
Open. 
“There was lot of running and mov-
ing,” Burlage said. “It was a very 
competitive match.” 

Competitive is the best way to 
describe this year’s Open as many 
of the final matches came down to 
the wire. Other winners include: 

Rich Bole of 
Cleveland, Mur-
phy Dickson of 
Lorain, Paul 
Jonich of Broad-
view Heights, 
Dan Mitaoff 
from Lorain and 
Tiffany Allison of 
Chagrin Falls. 
The FCTC club 
has survived 
over the years 
from support 
from the com-
munity. Dentist 
Mark Worford is 
one of the club’s 
biggest support-
ers. 

“It’s very important to keep the 
program growing and get more kids 
involved. It takes money to keep an 
organization running and I’m a be-
liever of supporting children’s pro-
grams,” Worford said. 
 
Anyone looking to donate or support 
the FCTC can contact club president 
Kevin Strickland at: 
kstrick@sbcglobal.net. 
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This year over 60 
people, from all 
over the region,  
participated  
in the three­day  
Tournament at 
Cleveland State  
University. 
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A suggested tactic would be to 
find your opponent’s weaknesses 
and exploit them. It may take you 
as little time to assess their 
weaknesses from pre-match 
warm-up or longer,  to the com-
pletion of a full set. Some of the 
weaknesses to look for range 
from low stamina, inconsistent 
ground strokes, weak forehand/
weak backhand; soft serves; no 
overhead and inconsistent 
volleys when approaching the 
net. Once you find out a players 
weaknesses, you should try 
to exploit their weaknesses with 
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 When playing competitive tennis 
matches are you implementing 
some type of strategic game 
 plan or do you find yourself in a 
consistent reactive mode based 
on the type of balls that your 
opponent (s) are hitting to you? 

the skills that you have. Remem-
ber, just because you have sound 
fundamental tennis skills does 
not guarantee you automatic 
victories against your opponents. 
If you play with a strategy game 
plan you will increase your 
chances of winning or making 
your match much more competi-
tive than your opponent (s) were 
expecting from you. 

Coaches Corner 
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This is an annual junior event run by F"-3) %&D1%8&>344 1)&D+#$T&The tournament is on hard  
courts located behind the Warrensville Heights Middle School.  

The youths names in bold are FCTC Jr. participants that won their events. 

Boys 18s             Nick Smedia d. (1) Paul B. Thomas 
Boys 16s            U3//-38&S 1++1(*)  d. (1) Michael Riley 
Boys 14s             (V\&U3//-38&S 1++1(*)  d. Adam Lee  
Boys 12s            >( -1]&F13+!)&!T&D( *3 -( 4&U"43)                                                          
Girls 16s             Allison Pavlansky d. (4) Madelyn Lugli  
Girls  14s            (1) Rachel Yurchison d. Teressa Hill 

Next year this event will be 07/30-08/01     2010 
 
O>O&P 7< S =; > QP 7< >OD&> G@A: OP =: >&&&&&07/03- 07/06  2009 
This was another good year for FCTC in Indianapolis.  We won two junior events and the adults  
took over and made a ,- 3(% showing as usual, winning or in the finals of 12 events.   

This is an ATA Midwest tournament attended by juniors and adults from the five Midwest states.   

U@: 7GA; &
Girls 16s Doubles              R( 4! ( B(1^R(4! ( B(1 d. Hurt/C"++(-! &
Boys 12&under 
      Consolation                D( *3 -"4 &U"43)  d. Myles Adams 
&
O<@M>; &
Women’s 3.5 Doubles       Collins/Merchant d. M35 1)̂ S1+)"4  
Women’s 3.0 Doubles       Y#-+(,3^L3-*( 48 d. Smith/ Trice 
                                        Y#-+(,3^L3-*( 48  d. P ( !1)" 4^S 1++1( *)  
Women’s 4.0 Doubles       D"". 3-^; %-10B+(4!  d. Gibson/Hayden 
                                        D"".3-^; %-10B+(4!  d.  Arroyo/Riley 
Mixed Doubles 4.0            (2) Campbell/Horton d. D"+914^M35 1)&
Women’s 55 Singles           Joanne Kent d. : ( 408&L1+$3-%&
Women’s 30 Singles            ; ( * "43&L1$)"4  d. Sabrina Goodlett 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&; ( *"43& L1$)"4&d. Doretha Carter 
Women’s 45 Doubles        _V\&R-( *3 -Q; *1%'^A'"! 3)  d. Bousman/Harden 
Women’s 50 Doubles        ? #4%3-^G( %3) d. Little/Murphy 
Mixed 35 Doubles             (2)McIlwain/Queen d. _V\&D"".3- QM" 53 ^U"43) &
Mixed 45 Doubles             _V\&G( %3)̂S' 1%3  d. Cooper/Coxton   
Mixed 50 Doubles             (1) Brown-Wright/Morrison d. _E\&Y( B3-^A'"!3)  
Women’s 3.0 Singles          Lawade Garris d. _E\&< ( #. '143&L1+3)&
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Tri-City Tennis Tournament 
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It was a week before Cynthia 
Hern had to return to work. 
The Chicago native was relaxing 
with 25 other Windy City resi-
dents on a hill overlooking the 
newly-renovated Rockefel-
ler Park tennis courts. 
Hern and friends were 
spending Labor Day week-
end in Cleveland as partici-
pants of the Tri-City Ten-
nis Tournament. 
“We come to this tourna-
ment because it’s serious 
to us,” Hern said. 
She along with many of the 
out-of-towners has been a 
teacher in the Chicago 
public schools for 20 years. 
The day after Labor Day is 
when Hern and other 
teachers have to report to 
work. 
“We all rode a bus here,” she 
said. “We have to be at work on 
Tuesday and we can’t be tired.” 
They can’t afford to fatigue on 
the tennis court, either. While 
Hern was explaining how her 
tennis club travels to different 
cities to participate in tourna-
ments, she said that one woman 
had to pull out of competition 
because of an injury. 
“That lady is hurt,” she said. 
These folks are serious. 
The Tri-City Tennis tournament, 
is a annual three-day Labor Day 
tournament between tennis play-
ers from Cleveland, Detroit and 
Chicago. Each year a different 
city hosts the tournament. This 
year was Cleveland’s turn. 
It was a special tournament for 
the Forest City Tennis Club, the 
organization that puts it all to-
gether in Cleveland every third 
year. This year was special, 
though. The 64th annual tourna-
ment was held not just in Cleve-
land, but the city’s newly-
renovated courts at Rockefeller 
Park. 
“The great thing about this tour-
nament is that we were able to 
bring it back to Rockefeller 
Park,” said Forest City Tennis 
Club President Kevin Strickland. 
“I think that’s one reason we 

have increased enrollment.” 
In the past the tournament was 
held at tennis courts in Solon. 
The Forest City Tennis Club had 
pressured the city of Cleveland 
to fix up the tennis courts. Earlier 
this summer the city’s most visi-

ble tennis courts were renovated 
with a new surface, benches and 
new nets. 
It’s only fitting. The Forest City 
tennis club is the oldest African-
American tennis club in the na-
tion. The club is a historic con-
tributor to the city’s diverse 
makeup and when it’s hosting a 
tournament with out-of-town 
guests it’s also an opportunity for 
the city 
to show 
off one of 
its prime 
recrea-
tional 
sites. 
And 
though 
this 
year’s 
enroll-
ment was 
high 
enough 
that 
many of 
the early 
matches were held at Thurgood 
Marshall Recreation Center, the 
refurbishment at Rockefeller Park 
made a difference. It was noticed. 
“You can see the difference,” 
Strickland said. 
The city spent most of the winter 

fixing the tennis court. 
Much of the drive behind the 
renovation came from former 
Ward 8 City Councilwoman 
Sabra Pierce Scott, who made 
sure that the money was made 
part of Mayor Frank Jackson’s 
five-year capital fund budget. 
The Tri-City Tournament was 
one of the reasons the city made 
sure the renovation was com-
plete by the time of the summer 
tennis season. The unveiling took 
place during the Memorial Day 
weekend, also the same time 
Forest City hosts another tennis 
tournament. 
Make no mistake – Forest City 
did its part, too. 
“We were able to get done with 
the renovation this year because 
they [Forest City Tennis Club] 
worked with us to help get them 
into shape,” said Michael Cox, 
director of the Cleveland Parks, 
Recreation and Properties De-
partment. “As soon as we got 
them done there were people 
playing on them already. This is 
good for African-Americans and 
this also makes our city look 
good.” 
The Tri-City Tennis Tournament 
is not just a competitve event. 
Participants not only get a chance 
to compete but see friends they 

have known 
for a long 
time. 
“I’ve been 
playing in 
this tourna-
ment,” 
Donnie 
Lattimore 
from De-
troit said. 
“Tennis is a 
sport that 
you can play 
that is very 
competitive 
and it has a 
lot of cama-

raderie.” 
Lattimore did not have a lot of 
success this year. “Unfortunately 
we lost,” he said, “but last year 
my partner and I won the men’s 
over 45.” 
During the three-day event 
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great thing  

about this  

tournament  

is that we  

were able to 

bring it  

back to  

Rockefeller 

Park,”  
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&Tri-City Tennis Tournament (continued) 

Forest City Tennis Club hosted a 
banquet honoring some of its tennis 
players. Howard Bagley, Jim Hayes, 
Joseph Pyles, and Louis Russell, were 
among the award recipients who 
began playing with the club back in 
1974, was honored. So was longtime 
local community activist Bob Ren-
der. 
Also, a surprise guest showed up to 
honor the FCTC. After the club’s 
awards show was over, former Con-
gressman Louis Stokes made a sur-
prise visit. 
The tournament wrapped up Mon-
day with finals at Rockefeller Park. 
For the city and Forest City, not 
only was it a great weekend but it 
was even better because Cleveland 
once again served as a gracious host 
for a major tennis tournament with 
contestants visiting from other cit-
ies. 
Rest assured, more will follow. 
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“Tennis is a 
sport that you 
can play  
that is very  
competitive 
and it  

has a lot of  
camaraderie.” 
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